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bodhran, harmonica, bass and 
drums. If you aren’t into games, pull 
up a chair and enjoy the music or 
find a partner and dance the night 
away. 
 
Before feasting 
on all of the fun 
and food in the 
parking lot, take 
part in our 5K 
fun run/walk/
bike race at 6:30 
p.m. We will begin and end the race 
at the south entrance of The 
Gathering Place parking lot. To 
register for the race, go to 
www.stjoesmhd.com/5k-fun-run-
walk. The cost of the race is $10/
person for one t-shirt or $25/family 
for two t-shirts. Registration/check 
in for the race will begin at 6:00 p.m. 
at the south entrance of the parking 
lot on 3rd Ave. S. Last year, we had 
about 125 participants in the race. 
We would love to double our 
participation this year. Join the fun! 
 
There is a nominal cost for food, 
beverages and games to help us 
cover the cost of this event. For a full 
listing of prices, go to 

www.stjoesmhd.com/summer-
festival/. We will have a ticket 
table centrally located to 
purchase all tickets for food and 
games. Guests can begin 
purchasing tickets before Mass 
at 5:00 p.m. 
 
We look forward to celebrating 

summer with all of you and with the 
community of Moorhead. Invite your 
friends and family to join us for this 
fun-filled evening on July 18! 

The Best Summer Festival in Moorhead is 
Right Here at St. Joseph’s 

Wednesday, July 18 
5:30—9:00 p.m. 

Longer days and the promise of 
warmer weather can only 
mean one thing and believe it 
or not, it’s not the lake—it’s St. 
Joseph’s annual community 
summer festival! We are 
excited to host our 2nd annual 
summer festival on 
Wednesday, July 18. We will 
begin the evening with Mass at 
5:30 p.m. All events in the 
parking lot will begin at 6:00 
p.m. 
 
You can look forward to some 
of the same fun activities and 
great food as last year, but we 
are also expanding the festival 
and adding new and exciting 
games and 
food.  
 
The Knights 
of 
Columbus 
will be 
serving 
their famous burgers, hot dogs 
and fries again and we will 
have tasty tacos from the Pico 

Food Truck. 
New this 
year, we will 
have Texas 
Q barbeque 
with pulled 
pork and 

barbeque chicken sandwiches 
and the Knights of Columbus 
will offer salads for a healthy 
side option to go with all of the 
yummy entrees. For dessert, 
we will once again have the 
frozen delight, Dippin’ Dots. 
Proceeds from the sale of 
Dippin’ Dots will support the 
wonderful work of the Society 
of St. Vincent de Paul. 
 

Beverage options are also 
expanding. The youth of the 
parish will be serving Italian sodas 
with many flavor options. 
Proceeds from sales will provide 
funds to for youth to attend 
summer camps and youth 
conferences. We will continue to 
offer bottled water, Gatorade, 
and soda pop. 

The kids will love the bouncy 
houses from Games to Go and the 
youth will have an opportunity to 
experience an obstacle course as 
well. This is sure to provide tons 
of fun with 90 feet of running, 
climbing, jumping, crawling and 
sliding. The dunkees in the dunk 
tank this year will include Fr. Larry 
Delaney, Fr. Nate Brunn, Andrew 
Hilliker, and Melissa Hund-Cerna. 
Don’t miss an opportunity to cool 
off one of them with a big splash 
in the tank! We will also offer face 
painting and various yard games 
as well. 
 
We are excited to welcome back 
the band, Poitin (pronounced pah-
CHEEN). Poitin has been 
entertaining 
audiences in the 
upper Midwest 
and beyond with 
their unique 
blend of Irish, 
Celtic, French-
Canadian and 
Metis traditional 
dance music since 2001. Their six 
piece band features fiddle, banjos, 
guitars, mandolins, Irish bouzouki, 
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15 Random Stewardship Ideas for the Month of July  

Summer is in full swing! To help 
you maintain your spiritual 
health and avoid the summer 
slump, we have 15 random 
ideas for keeping stewardship 
alive as you enjoy the warm 
days ahead. 
 Think of a charity which is 

amply blessed at Christmas. 
Remember them with a gift 
mid-year. 

 Invite a friend or friends 
over for a meal. 

 Attend an extra Mass on a 
weekday this month. 

 Abstain from something 
you like – meat, a latte, a 
cold drink – on Fridays and 
save the money for a 

charity. 
 Take your rosary with you for an 

early morning walk. 
 Recycle more. 
 Each day, say a prayer for one of 

the world’s trouble spots. 
 Turn off the TV, phone, and 

computer, and spend an hour 
devoted to someone you love.   

 Surprise an old friend with a 
phone call. 

 Buy or pick a flower for 
someone without a “reason.” 

 Take your family to a farmers’ 
market. 

 Stop for a moment during your 
busy day and enjoy an ice cream 
cone or other favorite treat. 

 If you hear a great homily, tell 

the homilist. 
 Splurge on some produce and 

buy enough to share with 
someone in need. 

On occasion, try turning your 
prayer before meals into a 
spontaneous prayer of thanks, 
using your own words. 

Article from the July 2014 ICSC e-Bulletin 

 

Stewards of the Quarter 
Mark and Mary Rice 

It is said, “Home is where the 
heart is.” 
 
We have been members of St. 
Joseph's parish since moving to 
Moorhead from St. Paul in 
August, 1981. Our kids were all 
young and we felt the need for 
change. Mark had accepted a 
new job at Moorhead State, and 
one hot day in August he walked 
up the street to meet Sister Mary 
Ann at St. Joseph’s School.  After 
a brief discussion on the 
Christian values of St. Joseph's, 
we enrolled our daughter, 
Angela, in kindergarten. We have 
never regretted that decision 
and have remained loyal 
supporters of the school and 
parish ever since. 
 
Over the years we have 
supported the parish and school 
with time, talent and treasure in 
many ways. In the early years, 
Mary spent time in the school 
lunch room as a volunteer.  Mark 
was involved with the formation 
of a school fundraising group 
called “J-100” and spent time 
with other parents hosting 
events such as the Christmas 
tree sales and promoting, of all 
things, professional wrestling.   

We enjoyed the camaraderie of 
the Bjorklunds, Christiansons, 
Balsams and the other school 
families.   
 
In addition to our  regular weekly 
offering to the parish, we try to 
help out with any special needs 
of the parish, the diocese, the 
university or the community. This 
is the nature of charitable giving. 
 
As our kids grew (Angela, Mark, 
William and Amy) and moved 
onto families of their own, we 
continued to support the parish 
with increased monthly 
contributions as our jobs became 
more demanding and our time 
limited due to aging parents, 
grandchildren and many trips to 
the Twin Cities. 
 
Time flies. We decided to retire 
in 2012 and it was time to look at 
our finances and prepare for the 
dreaded “fixed income” that 
comes along with retirement. 
Time and talent became our 
stewardship emphasis as we 
found time more available than 
money. 
 
The funeral ministry has been 
our new way to comfort the 

grieving 
families of the 
parish.  It is 
challenging,  
but very 
rewarding 
work. We have been enriched 
with serving a meal to the 
families and working with the 
many volunteers of the funeral 
ministry.  It has been good. 
 
We continue to escort the 
residents of Eventide and enjoy 
talking and laughing with them as 
we wheel them to Mass on 
Fridays. We also find time in the 
summer to help with the parish 
summer festival by coordinating 
the 5K run and helping Rob Thom 
in any way possible. Mary also 
still helps with the school library 
and remains active in RCIA 
ministry. 
 
St.  Joseph's parish has been our 
home for many years now and it 
is truly where our hearts are. 
 
In closing, we would like to end 
with a few words from the book 
of St. James that empowers those 
who believe in stewardship: “Be 
doers of the word and not 
hearers only, deluding yourself.” 



Stewardship Student of the Quarter 
Emily Wilke 

I am the third daughter of Bill and 
Jen Wilke. I have four sisters and 
one brother. My family and I have 
been members of St. Joseph’s 
parish since 2001. I went to St. 
Joseph’s School from preschool 
through eighth grade and recently 
graduated from Moorhead High 
School.  
 
In high school I was involved with 
the trap shooting team. I  also 
volunteered at St. Joseph’s School 
and helped with the middle school 
faith formation program. In my 
spare time, I enjoy spending time 
with my family, hunting, and 
hanging out with friends. This 
summer I am working for the St. 
Joseph’s summer program.  
 
My close friends truly inspire me in 
my faith. During the summer 
months, we will go to daily Mass 
together when it works in our 
schedules. We also try to meet for 

coffee on a monthly basis to 
catch up with each other and 
talk about our prayer life. We do 
our best to hold each other 
accountable and to motivate one 
another in our faith journeys. I 
know I can always count on them 
for some good advice and 
support.  
 
One of the most impactful 
experiences I have had in my 
faith life was my first 
Steubenville Youth Conference a 
few years ago. It was the first 
time I was encouraged to really 
dig deeper and create a personal 
relationship with God. I made so 
many friends from our diocese 
and from across the Midwest. 
That community of friends has 
kept me connected and given me 
an outlet to share my faith.  
 
When I think of the word 
“stewardship,” I understand that 

Endowments 

it means I need do my part in 
volunteering at church and using 
the gifts God has given me to care 
for others. 
 
I am excited to begin the next 
chapter of my life. I will be 
attending the University of Mary 
in Bismarck, ND, this fall. I am 
undecided on my major right now, 
but I hope to choose a career that 
is focused on mathematics.  
 

St. Joseph’s parish community has an endowment fund through the Diocese of Crookston Catholic Community 
Foundation. Within our endowment, there are fourteen separate investment categories that support the named 
entities. Only the interest earned on these investments is used, which means the funds are never depleted. 
Interest is paid out twice a year to St. Joseph’s, in June and December. Endowments offer perpetual support to our 
parish and school. Gifts to honor someone special, living or deceased, make a great statement about that person’s 
values while impacting generations to come.   



Stewardship Student of the Quarter 
Josh Johnson 

I am the youngest of five children of Bill and Roberta Johnson. I went to 
school at St. Joseph’s School through eighth grade and recently graduated 
from Shanley High School. In high school, I was involved in a variety of 
activities. My freshman through junior years, I participated in football and 
track. My sophomore through senior years, I was a member of student 
ambassadors and during my senior year, I was a member of student council. I 
also participated in many clubs including: Teens for Life, National Honor 
Society, weightlifting and Tolkien Society. I enjoy all forms of physical activity 
and I am a big fan of reading when I have the time. Hanging out with my 
friends is always enjoyable. 
 
The primary people who have inspired me in my life and faith have been my 
family. Being the youngest of five kids has enabled me to really see the joy 
that can be present in our lives. Various teachers in high school have inspired 
me to live out my faith in a stronger and smarter way. I have also been very 
fortunate to be surrounded by friends who push me to be a better person through their own lived faith. 
  
I have had a variety of experiences throughout my life that have affected my faith, and a mainstay has been 
daily prayer. Daily prayer has allowed me to really grow in my faith and has helped me to live it out every day. 
Various retreats throughout middle and high school have encouraged me to live my faith in a deeper, stronger 
way. One of the first retreats that I went on was SEARCH. Search provided a fantastic opportunity to be with a 
group of people my age who wanted to live out their faith and learn more. There was also fantastic food there. 
Another retreat that I attended was YTM (Youth in Theology and Ministry). I attended YTM two times, each time 
for two weeks in the summer. YTM enabled me to spend quality time 
around other Catholic teenagers but also around many religious 
brothers and sisters and priests. Through this experience, I was able to 
understand better what vocations mean. I've also attended a 
Steubenville Youth Conference. This provided a powerful experience 
through Adoration and the talks that were given. Lastly I have attended 
JPII camp as part of the service team. Serving the campers helped me 
really grow in my faith. 
 
For me, stewardship means to provide for and serve people in any way I 
can. I think that can include a wide range of things from offering my time 
to help others when it is needed to just taking time to clean up. 
 
This fall I will be attending Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary in 
Winona, MN, through the Crookston Diocese. There I hope to discern 
whether or not God is calling me to priesthood and to become better 
formed as an entire person. 
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As each one has received a 
special gift, employ it in 
serving one another as good 
stewards of the manifold 
grace of God. Whoever speaks 
is to do so as one who is 
speaking the utterances of 
God; whoever serves is to do 
so as one who is serving by 
the strength which God 
supplies; so that in all things 
God may be glorified through 
Jesus Christ, to whom belongs 
the glory and dominion 
forever and ever. Amen. 

1 Peter 4:10-11 
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